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by the 'Christian General', Feng Yii-hsiang. The length
of the siege surprised and dismayed the missionaries, who
had expected it to be an affair of days. Many peasants
from the outlying villages were trapped inside the town,
but these Mr. Russell managed to evacuate, in parties of
two hundred, through the lines of an enemy commander
who was less intransigent than his allies. Here again Mr.
Russell's good intentions were the cause of trouble, for
his Chinese secretary took advantage of the truce to
smuggle into Sian a message from the besiegers hidden in
a melon. The message was addressed to some disloyal offi-
cers among the garrison. It invited immediate surrender
on favourable terms. But the melon was opened by the
city guards and its secret discovered. Mr. Russell himself
was viewed with suspicion, and he had the greatest diffi-
culty in saving his secretary from execution.
In October the foreign women and children were al-
lowed to leave Sian. The men could have left too, but they
decided to remain in order to protect and feed the refu-
gees who were living in their compounds. Food was now
very scarce. The missionaries had bought supplies of
wheat earlier in the siege. They had to keep them buried
in their gardens in stone jars, for every day the soldiers
came to search. 6If you can find it% Mr. Russell told them,
6you can have it!9 But the soldiers couldn't find anything.
The missionaries dared only eat at night, grinding the
flour with their own millfit.nnp.fi, During September and
October thousands of people died of hunger, collapsing
suddenly as they went about their business. Corpses lay
where they had fallen in the streets.
When the city was at last relieved there was a great
rush to the south gate. Mr. Russell said that never, as long
as he lived, would he forget the sight of the first village
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